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ar late folemne Faft, Wed- 

ncfday^ December 27. j 




^^ Minifter at IiHenbrughi. 

N U M. 21. 14. 
^ whtrefvre it is ^iid in tbeSooi* ofthe»arres of tie 
Lwd^ »hat he did in the red Sea^ and in the hookes 
of Armn, 
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T w tbi$ 4ay Ordered by the Cewm^nn 
aiiembled in Fariiatneiit^that Maficr^*^ 
/ia><n^ doc fram thb.Hoiife give thankes 
to M^ft^ He^r/Milbr th<e great ^ineis 
he tooke inthe Sermen he ^reiadied this . 
.day, at the intreaty of this Hou(^at Saint 
Margarets Weftminfter. j Iseingthe d,ay ©r 

j>ublikc Humiliation f and to defire him 
to Print his Sermon. It is alfo Ordered 
noneih:^ prefumo to Print his Ser^ 
<snon without being autteiiied .under Im 
Jjaad writing. 
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lappokt-2U^f:«Bal»f% to Print my 
Sermoi^ 

idkmnierHenierfo^ 
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• Tffiiie Rkader. 

fHIS Sem(m,fuchasitifi,was 

i fnached to the homitrMe hmfe 

tafCmmatu-atiheirdifire, darl 

*. imom by their Order printed for 

\^fh} »f«, and, by the blefmg f 

-Gvdfir'thyhesefa.ne defirt&- 

ende'sm<fthefrea(herWM,iiecordmgUthefiofe 

aBdmtHre»flheText,tojhe«>, that after fi i^eU 

reMt*dimdlmie<>«til>iKdi»'^^""->'^ T*? 

(Jfoa,* eUrin^ into Cmenaat with the mojtbi^ 

BoAfhe trM refirmatim (fReligim,» the readi- 

eft nK-w to tmni ■ap>ay*heJiiU preJfmgwM ef 

e^fcmthe KiwidMte, Mdtabringthdcjtrea 

ile$nis rfaUfirtf npoH ChnrS a«d St^e;whuh 

um«t inmdiihtl>' BommrabU Umfes of 
Tt,iiamntmid^he*everendJj)h»blf<rfmvtmt 
ie tttetOidSi^f^hftJlyfiaor^yiAKeno^attm 
tad- Repentance inAefeofU : ^pentance for e- 
veri humm Sin (and horn can Sin be «nkpowne 
in. the tnidfi of fo many burnifgand flnnm, 
J it lights? J 
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Ikhts ?^ But repentance ej^ectally for Jiknes iu . 
the matter of Religion, the prefent Epidemicall 
difeafe ofthisLandywhichthreatneth changes ^ 
Armies of forrovpes ^ fi it pleafeth the Lord t9 
nve more then a tajie of the hitter fruits of bad 
Church-go'vernment and a fad reprefentatton of 
the face o f the Kingdom, if et^ery manpjouldhe left 
to preachfprofejfe and print what he will. O that 
ply people had harkned unto me, & Jfrael had 
walked in my way^ I jfhouid ibon have fubdu- 
ed their Enemies, and turned my hand againft 
their adverfaries. The haters of God, ihould 
liave fubmitted thcmielves unto himjbut their 
t'^me ftiouW have endured for ever. Hearken, 
therefore unto the voyceofGod in the f[>iriiuaUy 
pldine and powerfull preaching of his fervants 
Cone ofthegreateft evidences that the Lord hath 
a purpofe cf mercy toward yony and wdlk§ in his 
wayes. Marke them whidi caufe devifions and 
offences amongft youjbe wife unto that which 
is good, & fimple cpncernihg evillj & the God 
of peace (hall bruife Satan under your feet 
fhortly. The Grace of our Lord Jeliis Chtift 
be with you. . 
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A S E R'M O N 

Preached at the late Faftj before the 

Honourable Hoi)fc of Gpmmpns. 



E Z R A 7. 23. 
Whatfaever is comnmndid by the Cod of 
heaiittt, kt it he Sligeittfy done, fir the houfe 
of the God of heaven; fir why fiould there 
be wrath againfi the Realme of the King imd 
his Sennet? ; 

I HE LorJ, who is the Father of TkLotJ .' 
I Spirits, hathagreatdiverfi,tjrof""(,j,„p^ 

S^ influence and operation , upon the hems of 
the minds and hearts of thcchil- ""• 
drcn of menjhe can feqd a dream 
upon f^ehucksdnezar^ white he 
^ is at rc/l in his houfe and florith- 
ing in his palace, which maketh him afraid and the » 

thoughis upon his bed, and the vifions of his head - 
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^aa. 4. 4.'^. to trouble him ^.While Beljbszzar the King mak-; 

eth a great feaft to a thoufand of his Lords, he can 
make a hand tovirrire over againft the Candlefticke 
uponcheplaifterofthe Wallj which makeththc 
Kings countenance to be changed, and his thought^ 
to trouble him ; fo that the joynts of his loynejs 
were lodfed, his knees fmote one againft. anothei^' 
and his wife men and Lords were x aftonicd with 

feDatt-f.f- him*; he ran make i^/^^, when he is called to 

curfe the people of God, contrary to bis owne in- 
tention & the defire of Balaak^ to.blefle them three, 

cNum.a4.x0. times ^V He can make Cajepkas to prophefie what 

he underftandeth nor, that one man Hiould die for 

rf John XI. the people^and that the whole N ation perifli not ^: 

45>, so. , ^^^ ^^ j^^j.^ ,^^^ reveale his will to jofephy Dms^ 

r Gen. 37. ^^5 ^^^ ^^^ Prophcts, Concerning things to come for 

Dan 1. & 4, thecomfort of his Church ^ . Againe, ihc Lord ; 

A 5. & 7* &c, .^^n renue the hearts of his Enemies, and make fiicli 

a Perfcfcutor, as -?««/ fomecirae was, to be a belee- 

/AdF^. verand Zealous Preacher /< He can ceftraine the 

inpipetuous violenceof theheart.of man j thus dealt 
he with L^ban^ that he durft not fpeake to Jdcoh 

r Gcfl. 3 X . cither good or bad ^ ; hte can alfo and doth indeed 
' overrule the hearts and waves of his moft Malig- 

nant and defperace Eqemies^, whom he neither re-- 
liueth nor reft raineth, and cont rary to tjieir Coun- 
fels and intentions^ bring them merveloufly afcout 
to his owne ends^ as he dealt with JudM^Herody Pi- 
/^^^,andthejpeopIeof the Jewes, who devifed arid 
did mifchiefe againft Chrift, but God nseant it for 

^iA^4.27.2«vgood3 to fave his people from their finnes * • There 

is yet.anQther way of divine provideuc^ and Sove^ 
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raigriity^ when the Lord is pleafed neither to pro- 
ceed fo rarre as to renue, iier doe fo little as to re- 
ftraine^ but thinketh meet to change the affcdiote 
of the heart of man 5 whether from particular ha- 
tred aaid oppofition 5 as he de^It with Efau com- 
mihg agJtinft Jacoffi^ 2i\d,* Alexaader the great, *C!ca.}j; \ 
marching agaitiftJ^w/^/^wi, or from that comr ^ j^^^^i, ^^i 
"mori and innate hatred that all men naturally beare jwtaic. uh. 
againft the true Religion and C hurch of God ; Of " • ^- *• 
which We have the example of Ahafhuerusi in the 
booke oi^Ber^ of Artaxerxes In the booke of ^V^f- 
hemiah^ of Cyrus zvA-DariwiA this booke, and of 
-the fame Artaxerxes in this Text : In whofe eyes 
JB^r^' did find fu^h favour, and of whoni he had 
as ample teftimohie of royall benevolence and 
■ bounty toward Jerufdcm and thehoufeof God 
there,; as his heart could have wifhed, and as made 
him humbly to acknowledge, that the good hand of 
" the Lord his God was upon him, and to blelfe the 
LordGod of his fathcrs,which bad put fuch a thing 
- in the Kiugs heart, as to beautifie the houfe of the 
Lord God which was at Jerufalm. Inthe letter ofi 
Atuxerxes exprefling liis munificence, and contai- 
ning the Commiffion and inftruftions given unto 
' Ezra for this purpofej the claufe which I have read 
isworrhyof a ftarre or finger in the margent, 
; wherein we may perceit^ that the King as he had 
heard and learned not from a flattering Court- 
Chaplaine,but from faitbfiill -E4&r43.beleeveth,that 
the great wrath of God, (hall come not onely upon 
himfelfe, but whickwas more, upon his Kii^dof^ic ^ 

andPo^ricys if Religion {houU/norb« fetli^ 
< B 2 • ' ^ anq 
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-and the houfe of <Jod ordered with all Ipeed and di- 
'ligence in every thing) 'as God bimfelfe hid cooi- 
mandcd. ^ 

The Text di* Ifwe will looke more diftindly upon the Orr 
ytiti' der not of the words, bnt of the matter, wefluli 
meet with three particulars fitting the prefent 
condition of afiPaires, and wry worthy our^raveft 
confideration : The firft is thegr^at evill to be a,- 
voyded, eventhcgreateftofallcvils^ ThemMhof 
Cod a^ain^ the Realme of the King andhis Sonnes. , 

The fccond is the meane which is the dhiefeft of 
all meanes, and without which no other meane can 
beeffeduall for averting or preventing of wrath,. 
whatfbever is ctmmstndedby the God of hesvenjet it 
be diligently done^for the houfe bfthe Ood of heaven. 
I* The third is, the connexion of the one and the 
other, or the inference of cheeffc<St froto the caufe : 
For mhy fhould there be wr^thf (^^.When that is not 
diligently done for the houfe of the G od of Hea- 
ven, which the God of Heaven comniandeth, then 
u there wrath againft^he Realme of the King and 
hisSonncs* 

Would the Lord, who is fo rich in wifdome aijj 
' can ufe fo many po«rerfuli waves of Scaling with 
the heart of iman, bepleafcdtoput i( intheKii^ 
heart, to 'write Tuch a letter and fend f^rthfuchan 
Edi£k as this is, it would be thet)pcning.of a doore 
of hope ; or as good Scht^bianiah feith '3 there ipoiHd 
/Em x«. z; be mwhofe inifraelcohcernif^this *far»^: That the 

horrible deluge of wrath which now overrunneth 
tWs LahcT, fhould beafwaged, the Fowftains alio 
of the depth, and theirindpVlFeS'Qf H«axcfl:if pqld 
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beftopped, tht Arke would reft, thcDovewouId; 
corne with an Oiiv^-leafe m her moucbj we would 
all joyn in ofFerfi^ a Sacrifice of thatokfgiviiig, the 
Lord would fmeli a favour . of reft, and we fhould 
fee a new world wherin fhould dwel righteoufnefTe ** 
and peace. Auiongft all the great things which 
the honourable Houfes of Parliament have done, 
there is none more acceptable to G^d, or 4nore 
promifetb peace and happiHefTe to this Land, then 
that a Church-aflfembly is called, iot fearehing in- 
to the will of the God of Heaven, that whatfoev^r 
is cmrn^ndtd ij him m/rf l^e Mligently dow . The 
wrath of the Lord hath raged for many yecres in 
Germany ^^^iSTiot yet abated, bccaufe; nothing is 
done there for ^^eformation of Religion, and buil- 
ding of the houfe of God. But there be tbree^ 
things in England which givctis hope and promifc 
deliverance. Firft, ^if our frequent and continued 
fafting and humiliation* Secondly, Your entriitg 
kto a folemne Covenant with God for obtaining 
raercy. Thirdly, Your b«run .Reformation, and. 
the CDUf fe You have taken for jpcr feeing the fame, 
Tk^t whatsoever k cmmanded iy the G^d af Heaven 

may be diligently done for the houfe of the God. of 

Heaven. If thefe three be performed in trutt. 

You may exped a bleffing : True humiliation. 

Covenanting with God, an^ Reformation, are the 

Harbingers of peice and happincfle r But when 

they are not in truth, the bypocriiie threatnoth 

more then the performance promifetbt 

[ • Concerning the great evilliD be avoyded, which Tfacs waA of 

i$: the wrath ©t the Qod of H«aven, although it be ^^ ^^^^ ^p^^ 

/ - - - g - i^^i^ 
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infinit and above all dimcnfiou unmeafurablej as it 
isintheinfinitandincomprehenflbleGodj yctac- 
cordiiig to bur capacif y and the matter inhandj it 
is exprefled and fet before our eyesinthedimcnfi- 
wPCdHoj. ons thereof. lazhci^Pfiilme 103. we haveihedi-' 
mcHfions of the infinite mercy of Godj the height 
.and the (kpththereofj according to the height of 
heaven; or as the heaven is 'high above thccarrb, 
fo great is his mercy toward them that feare hiro -• 
-and like as a father piticch his-childrenjfo the Lord . 
pitieth them that feare hiin : the breadth as ferre 
as the Eaft is from the Weft, fo farre hath he re- 
moved our tranfgreflions from us : and the length. 
The mercy of the Lord is from everl^ing to e» 
verlafting to them that feare him , and his righ- 
teouffiefle unto his GhildrensChildreii. In this 
place We have the like dimenfions of his ar^er 
againft them that ufe nortfcc power which God ' 
hath given them, for fetUnghis feare andworfliip 
according ro his owne will : The height and dejMh 
Rom. 1. 18. thereof is in the word ffrath^v/hicfi is a boyling and 
burning anger, and this is the wrath of God revea- 
Deur. 3»- 11' led from heaven, and burning to the loweff hell.; 
Thebrcdth is, where ic is not faid againft the King, 
but the kiiigdom of theKing ;and the length of it is, 
the Sons & Pofterity of the King ro al gentration?. 
In ihehigfre To fpcake a word of thefe three feverally : Firft, 
and depth we know that the words ufed inScripture to denote 
^ '^"'* the wrath of God againft his Enemies, doe exprcfle 
humane affcfSions and bodily paflions, which are 
not in bim who is*ot like urito man; But the thing 
intended is the Lord his moft holy diflikc and "fcri- 

ous 
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ous detcftacion of finne, with bis tnoft juft andcon- 
ftant will and decree to punifli the {ame : His 
Comminations and threats declaring his diflike 
and decree , and his judgements and ycngcance 
which are the executing ot his thrcatnings. This 
execution of wrath is principally meant in this 
placej and ytt it is not called the wrath of God, hut 
fimply (M^rath) thereby jfhewing the greatnefle and 
immenfity of the wrath of Cod 5 tnat there is no 
wrath comparable with hisVratb, and therefore no 
wrath To forrnidable as his wrath . For firft, all o- . 
ther wrath of Man or Angell is but the limited 
wrath of the creature^J^ut his wrath is infinite like 
bimfelf; as the man is/o is his wrath,and as God is> 
fo is his wrath : The wrath of a King is like the 
* roaring of a yoiing Lyon, but the roaring ©f the 
Lyon ofthe Tribe of/^^^^ is more terrible; look 
how much the Wifdome, the Power, the Juftice^i ^ 
the Mercy of God are greater then the Wifdome,, 
the Power, the Juftice, the mercy of man, fo much 
is the wrath of God greater then the wrath of man. 
Secondly, the wrath of God reacheth to the foulc 
as well as to the body j »o Kingdomes as well as to 
•particular peflons or Families • rothepoftcrity as 
well as to the prefenc generation 5 it being accomr 
paniedwithomriiiporeney to which all things are 
alike, eajfile and faifible. Thirdly, the greatnefTc of 
bis anger appearerh in this ; that he is the-Lord of 
Hofts, wben the Heavens and the earth were fini- 
shed, arid all the hoft of them»Gi?^. t. i. then and ^ Ocn: i.r^ 
not before did God the maker of all things take 
uf^on hiitt, the name of the Lord 0^^ verfe 4, • Gen. 2.4 

After 
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After he had made all things by his vfcvdy znd i^i 
' them in order, he coramandcth and rulcth all by his 
authority, he barh rhem all ready to execute bi^ 
•ivill i they arc all.his Hoft and Sonldiers, froaj the 
Angela, Sunne, Moonc aftd Star rc5, unto the fmal- 
ieftFlj^andWornacs,; and when he giveth the a^ 
larme'to the leaft of them, tjic grca ten on • ckrtti 
ai* not able cored ft. 

'O^e u TheUfc ofthis may be two-fold; Oneis agaiofl 

cbc wicked 5 fince in thefe three refpeds there is no 
wrath comparable to the wrath of God? no wrath 
is fo much to be feared as his wrath. Veng^anct 
belongcth to mc,I will recompcnce faith the Lord j 
and againe, theLord (liall judge his people 5 It is a 
Heb ro f^^f ^w^Jf ^hing to fall into the hands of t'hc living . 

30. ]i. ^' God p 5 although it be much better for the Godly 

fo fall into the hanSs of God, whofe mercies arc 
great and who in judeemequremcmbreth mercy^ 
then into the hands of men whofe mercies arc cru-* 
elf ; and it were more tolerable for them to have 

5 i^'am! 14. the peftilence then the fword ragirg in the Land fj 

H. yet the wicked fhall find that it had bcene more tga^.^ 

fie for them ro fall into .the hands of men then into 
the hands of God5who both killcth the bodvanddc 
fl royeth their temporall beingj5£ cafteth both foul 
and bodyinto the fire o£hdiFor the Lord whofe nawk 

r^Kod.ii,i/^.i^ jealous is a jalou^ God r-^ and which is very pro- 
per for fuch as at this time flatter thcmfeJves in 
rheirownc wickedneffe; The Lord will not ff> are 
him^ hnt the mqer of thsj^erd andhis jealoufieJhaB 
^modke a^ainjf that ntan^ and aR the curfes that are 
nritten in this hokefhuB l^e u^okhim^ an^dihehord' 
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jh^U ffUt 9Ht his name from under Hearjen f. To f^^^* *^^*** 

which that of the Propbet is very agreeable i 7^^^« 
fhaO mine an^er be accrnn^Ufhed^ ^nd I wUl caufe my 
fury to refi upon them^ and I wiHbc comforted^ . The ^ Ezofe.j.ifi 
wicked amongfl the people of God, wrho blefle 
. tberafelves-in their ownchearts^ (aying ; W9 (hali 
have peace, though wcuralk in the imaginations of 
our owne hearts -, arethc nawrall elenaerit for t^e 
c&rfes and judgements of God, wfcich are moving . 
to and fro, to Ije and t eft ^in, and when fhecurfes 
and judgements of the:-Lofd come upon them, the 
Lord is at reft and h comforted, ^nd his people 
t hat feare his name and tremble at bis:judgemencs> 
are alfo at reft and are comforted. 

Anorherufe isfortheGodly, who infome fi- z;f^>I 
militudc and confownity with the wrath of the jea- 
lous God, fhould ftirre up in themfelves their zeal 
aitd juft indignation againft falfe worftiip, and the 
contempt of the true worflitp of his name.. When 
-A^^lTwdidbehoIdiheldoJatry-of the people in the 
golden Calfe> bis Zcale was fo ftrongaodhefo * • 

^nfmpatient, that he brake the Tables written with , 
Gods owne hand^ . ihaveJeenevery jealous for theM^xoi.i^7^ 
Lord Godof Hol^s^C^ithElias X •^F^r the Children^of^ iKhk:i9.^ii 
Ifrael have for fikkeh thy Covenant ^thrown doTum thine 
jfkars^ andffaini thy Prophets mththe fvord. Hi)e^ 
Paul eame to Athens dndfaip the City nboBy given to 
Idolatry^ his.ffirit was f^irred in fnm^ and a Pa- 

rexifine like a fit of a^feaver did takehimy . And j^. Ads 17,1^. 
^ when L^ was at ^^dome^ he vextd hisrighteotu foul 
from day to-day with their unlau^full deeds ^ Ijisfoule 
iws tormcnt«I wi^ muft not any '^^^^•**'*- " 
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lot^cthti^ewaymelik^hzodiceZy neither hot »$r 
a, Kcr 3. 1 tfv ctlda 3 but (accotxling to the fervent anger afcribeit 
*Rom.ii.ii, hereto God) fervent inSfirH ferving the L^rdb . ' 

When vire are luke^virarme in the matters of Qtod^, 
then doch the wrath of G od wax hot, and when we 
are fervent and zealous, cheu doth his anger ccafe - 
and the fire of his wrath is extinguiftied. 
ifithcbrcdtfa . The fecond is, thcobjedof his wrath, orthcr 
tijareof, fcyedth uHto whicfc it is «tended : The R^almc t^'the- 
King ; he faith not upon the King, or upon the 
King of the Kingdome, but upon the Kingdohie of 
the King; and thus heexpreflethhimfeifeupon 
two grounds, or for two reaibr^ : Thie one h ; be- 
cause he knew that for his fault the people might ' 
fuffer : The other is j . that he looked mor« to the 
fuffcring of the people, then to any. thing that 
C0u2d befall himfelfe. No cjueftf on he had learned -■ 
from £^^^ and others of his fpirit (fb good and he-* 
ceflary a thing is ity that Bz^rAet^vA Nehemi^s fee 
about Kings, fuch prove indeed as rhfeir names im- 
ply, helpers and cofhfortets troth to ferwg and pe6-» 
• pfe) that Kingdomes fuffers fomictimes for the fins 
c\ s^rti. .i4. . of their Kings and R&lers e • a truth not unknowue - 
I Kki. ti^ ui^i-o natuKiIl men. It is alfo troe that Kings (bmer-- 

times fuffer for the finncs of the ptopte : "^^ tbt ■[ 
rfProY. 2S,o». tranJgrejJ7o^ of a Lnnd many are theTrihces ther(ffi\ 

if yomfhallfilidoewicied^^^^ faifh *?4w>i^/t0 the 
riSain.ii.syp^^pjg^^ yee Jhaffiiconfumed^ hth you'dndjimr 

King. But all the debate is in th^ application i 
for Kings many times juft^fietheiiifeives, thktthe-' 
people liitfer not for thtir fifines, htt (6t fheir 
owne J vxi^t people arc asTcady to jwlMfierfnm-^- 

felves^ 
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iiJglves^chic Kir^s fuSSer not for their (iunes but for 
^theirowrie; and when wrath is iipQi* borh, both 
-are rqady. toft and to their owne defence, and to 
>.plead their innoccncy ; But the true<ieterniinati- 
on hy that no jnan or mulricude 6i»fferetfi but for 
thacfmne, which fome way is.their owne fiime, and 
.whereof they themfdves are guiliy''^ When D^vid 
. numbred the people,&: the people were^unifli^d, 
the people were punifliedfor their owne fihnes j 
borfi their former finnes which the Lord at this 
time did takeoccafion to call to remembrance ; 
and their prefent (Inne in confeating to the num- 
'bcringofthe people J for had they beene all urt- 
- willing as Jo4b was, and had notcoufented, they 
shad not fumed. King&iboald npt.bc permitted to 
,xommit fuch publike finnes,-but Gouncell, Parlia- 
.TOcnt^iPeopIe, and every one according to bis place 
and power* ftiould hinder them.. It may difpfeafe 
xh^m for thepcefenr, bur- afterv^rani it ihall be no 
. griefe: nor offence of heart unto them, either that 
fheyhaveihed blood catifletfe, or have avengc^d 
'ichemfisJves^ as.^%4i/faidf0 P^'tj/^//^ yet Ddyid fi^m:%Y* 
,>fai«ltruely> ic was h is finne, feorfr becaufc k did be- ^^* 
ginne athim, and he was the principall Agent in it; 
ahdbecaiifchegavethe.prdvofcatioftat this rime, 
and his finoe was the-match that fet on fi/^e the 
t ^adi t^( God, which was ready before to be kin- 
dled againf^the . people for their finnes. It is a mi- 
ferabiedebarebctwiwaKing anda people, when 
in the time of » publike fiidg;emenr, b 
~ and ta^^ ©wnc ilinoccncy,ahd the one accufcth 
ie oth^ci^gutlttadTe n Bucit is a fvireet conteft 
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and promifcch much mercy and comfort : when the 
Prince faith j I have finned and done wickedly, but 
what hath the people done ? and when the people 
lay, we have finned and done wickedly, aqd thereby 
have drawne wrath upon out felves. Although at 
this rime the Kings Ma jefty, when he fees fo many/ 
ofthepoore people fall to the ground> fo mndi 
blood fpflty fliould be. moved in his heart to fay as 
JOavJd fzidy I have finned-r Yet yce that are his> 
Subjcfts,. each one in his owne place, ihould con- 
fcfle your owae finnes,and juftine the Lords doing,' 
for yee ate guilty 5 firft> of many finnes before this 
tim^, efpecially that you have not called and en- 
deavoured fo «raeftly 95 yee ought fot Reformatio' 
J on of Religion,, that every thing might have bcenc 
. done inthe houfe of God accordifig to his own wil; 
but have plcafed your fdvcs with, and have refkd 
. in the beginnings of a Reformation ; yee have been. 
jTor the greater part mote pleafod with things 
-which were not reformed,, then the things whidi 
were reformed in the worftiipof God; andthis 
finne hath beoie thecaufeof many other fiiines, fof 
where God is aoc ferVed aright, alLother duties are 
but negled:ed or performed without fincerity. Sfc-^ 
condly, for tfie prefeiit, this is the finne of the 
Land,, that the people have-not accordinjgto their 
^power flayed the King frcmi (htdding of blood,' 
bus many have joyned their Comnfels and endea- 
vours to b^a and encreafe the comnwn mifcry,' 
and othen have not refifted the evilly / but fuflPered 
thefword to rage, which may make the pfeople juRr^ 
Ijf CO fay> »TC i&^vf i?/»« 
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The third is j the Icngch of this wrath ; for it rca- 1^^^^""^"^ 
chesto the Kings Sonnes aiid fo to the Poftcrity^ 
The wrath of God endeth not ar the p^rfons that 
h^ve (inacd, but is extended to others that defcend 
ofthem^withousrefpqiSk ofperfons, andefpecial- 
ly for finnes ab(»K the houfe and worftiip of Xiod- 
For the horrid and Wafphemous raitirinuring oi 
Jfrael^ when they^ repented themfelves^of their 
conuning out of £gjy^^^ and faid oiie to aiiOther^let . / 

iismakeaC?ptaiheandIet us returneinto^gy/^^j 
not onely their ©wn cark^ffes fel in theWiId«nes, 
but their Children wihich had' not murmered, yea 
which were not yet born muft wander in the Wil- 
detnefle forty yeers^and beare their wboredomcs g. g Nmnb.{4i ^ 
In like manner in tbe feventy yeeres of the captivi-- 
ty of B^bylon^ the Children that were bome in Ba- 
iyion^ or were carried from their owne Land, fufFe- . 

red in that captivity a world of miferies for the ''^ 

finnes of their Parents. ^ The examples of the 
C hildren of D athm and Ahiram^ of the firft borne 
oi Egyft • of the young ones in Si^Ame^ that had 
not finned after the fifnilitude of the tranrgreffion 
QiAdam j andmahy other judgements oY God, 
plucking uproot gnd branch, prove this to be the 
manner of the Lords proceeding agaihftfinners^/ 
♦ aiid that without relpe€t ofperfons: The greater - 
rfie perfons be, the tpore grievous iii the juftice of ^ 

God is the puniihment ; becaufe the fi^nnes of great 
evip arc not onely finnes, but examples of finning*^. , 
aud proclamations of liberty to inferiours; and 
. therefore' T mV- be glojri^^d in PKaf oah ^nd in hit 
hrvMts ^jfaith the Lord- For the finne of Saul h^Uy^^^, iw; 
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hi (laying the Gibeonites, there was noconeiy a fa- 

. mine in the d2Lycso(JD^vid^ three yeers yeerc after 

yej^ce^^butfevenof his fennesalfowerchangedup 

in Gii^e^. D^^'/^himfeIfe was notfpjrcd, but be- 

' caufe he had flaine Vriah the Hittice with the 

fvvord of the Children of jimnon . Nsthan (yidy 

thcfvvord (hall not depasc from thine "houfe bc- 

ri Saw. XI. caufe thou haft.defpifed me^ .-And afrerw^d when 

liis finnew^spardoned, becaufe he had given great 

roocaiion to the Eneniies of God to blafpheme, the 

C hild aifo that is borne unto him fliall furely dye^ 

This coutfe the Lord doth after a fpeciall maiMier 

• follow in ilnnes about his houfe and worship 5 and 

therefore in the fecond command and no other doth 

the Lord threaten to .vifit the iinncs of the leathers 

upon the Children. The reafons why the Lord 

♦doth fo 5 . are firft^ that all the world may know., 

how much the Lord abhorreth finnej^ efpecially in 

matters of his \Yor{Tiip. To this purpofe it is*ob- 

fervable what h^ faith, Exod, g 2 . 34. 1» the day 

jrhen I vi^t I mil vifit their finne upon them : So 

.often as he punifhcd the people and' their pofteri- 
ty for other (inhes he temcmbrcd, their finhe of I- 
•dolatry, which gave occafion te the fayii^, That 
iii every plagueofjyjf^r/ there was one ounce of the 
f;oIdenCaIfe. Secoadly, that men may abftaine 
from finnes of this ibrt, ^ot onely for refpcft to 
themfelvcs, bur to their pofterity, whom they love 
fo lenderly^and of whom they are often morccarc- 
iull clienof themfelves. And this he doth to tl» 
third and fourth gewrdtion^ that both the Parents 

<hemreives and odicrs vrjio are vritneilec to the 

finncs 






1 ^ 1 -* 



A i pill p^K^i^iM ■^■■■ ' ■■i I ■» ■ m i.iii ^j ii I V l i ■ • ■ > 



before the BonoHraBle Heufff fffCourmms. 15 

ilMties of the Parents, may be fenfible of Gods-dea- 
iingj asd know that the Lord is ju{ky and the avcn^ 
serof finne. I leave the theological I difcourfe in 
vindicating the juftice of God,, onelyl fayj firll, 
that the Lord puniihech no man w"h eternall 
wrath for his fathers finnes, but the foale that fin- 
neth fnffcrech in that land. • Secondly, that the un- ' 
godly and wicked pofterlty cannot open their 
mouth agaiiift the juftice of God, fince they conti- 
nue in the iniquity of theit fathers. Thirdly, that 
tiie Geily when they are vifited in their bbdies,/ 
goods, Of eftates which they have from tneir Fa- 
thers, will find thefe vi fitationJ to be indeed i»^i' 
cia peccati nmjudidd propter peccatamy and rathef : 
medicines and prefetvatives foit their etertiall hap- ' 
pineflfe then wrath f^f their defttu^on. 

And I come to the u(q 5 that in this nicke of , 

time and joynture of affaires, the great wifdooie J • 
which God hath given yott in your publike places, 
be teed up and exercifed, in taking heed that all" 
the former fitmes of this Land comrfiirted by fo 

many Progenitors, be not brgu^ht upon this Gene- ' 
ration,accoiKli«ig to thaf^re and fad fentertce pro^ 
iiomiCvidbythfeSOnneof Gfed ' againf! J^^/jt/'^?, _ . 

MAlth. 22. 35i ThM upon you m'ay com aU fi^g ««««"• »3 -3 » 
ti^hteom blood fh^d upon tht eart^, from the hlood - . 
Qfrfghleomt(M:,^t^'^^^iood^Tic)Szm^pSi)»ne- ■ » 

c/Barachias whmju^'^h'etween the Temple e^ the 
Altar -^^nAvtvk 16: rerHyJ^dytmtoyou^aiitheffi 
thlwsjhdUome^po»this 6e»er»tieK. YeecsiBnot 
pr^e^veallj)am<?ular perfoas from tlie jndge- 
tiwnts'dufe unto them for their owfl>and for their fa- 
ther^- 
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thersfinnes; nor can yee prefcrve every Fj^mily 
from cbe wrach which the preient Md prcc-eding 
genersitions havcbeen treaforing up. Ir appearech 
thjc the Lord hath decreed the dejKnidion of fome 
pcrfons, and the extirpation of fome Fapiilies : But 
it is in your hands to prevent the dcfolarion of the 
Church and Kingdome- The jewes filled up the 
meafure of their Fath«"?i ^Y crucifying the Sonne 
•'^ ofGodwhcrt he came araongft them and «/i'0ul8 

have wrought a Rjc formation^ and therefore their 
^ . habitation was left defolare, tind they are no more 
a NationTior a Kingdorae unto this day : It is true 
^ the people were executioners, but the:Eulers were 
the prime Agents- I>6ctherefore the worke uuto 
which the Lord hath called You^od Yee fball favc 
the Kingdome fromthis wrath : It is in Your hands 
as Inftruments to make the poftcrity blefledj and 
to blefle You for your faith lulnc^fTe. Woe to tbem 
that leave their Starionin foch an exigence j they 
dod what they can ro hang all the blood and all the 
finiiesof forhfier times upon this Generation, and 
to make tbp Pofterity miferable- Let others pro^ 
fcffe or pretend what tficy will, I am aflured, that 
fuch as arefaithfull in their places^ are upon the 
•right way to f ave the JCingdome, the King, apd the 
Kings Sonnes from wrath- 
The racitics Now there isnothingmore'neceffary,iK)thing we 
to aycrt and fhould defire more carneftly tO'kno^,tbenby what 
SltSf&l P*^^s thisgrear wrathof the greatGod may be pre- 
vented where it isimincnt &feared,or averted wher 
itJs incumbent &feli:3& to,what end doth theLord 
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ihrcarenhis wratbj towhat purpofe deth he make it 
fmoke, knd in part to break forth in a flame» but that 
the means may be ufed to torn it anray> that the fu!ne(& 
thereof cooae not upon us. We will find three forts 
, of means praftifed in the boob of £«m and NehemiiJj^ 
and of the Prophets their contemporaries. The firft «^ ^ ^ 
was publick fitting and folcmnc humiliation ;oyficJ ^^•'^V- 
with Confefsion of fin> juftifyidg of God in all the ^^^ 
evils he had brought upon them, car neft deprecation of 
wrttb,and fupplications for a blefsing that God would * 
accept of .their endeavours , and profper his work 
againft fo mioy profefled and (ccrct Enemies. The fe- The fccond: 
cond waSi a (blemne Covenant : For the Princes and mean- 
Rulers firft> and then the pe&ple eotred into a curfe and 
an oath) to walk in Gods Law^and to obferve and do , 
all his commandments^ judgements) and ftatuces* Here 
there was fwearing, fabfcribing^ featiag; and all means 
u(ed which could bind their inconftant and fugitive 
hearts Onto God. The third was,thc doing of the work x^e third 

ofGodjthc building ©fthcTemplej the reformation of mean* - 
ReHgion.the ordring of the worftiip & fcrvicc of GoA^ 

and the rcedifing of the wals which were rumcd & lying ^ 

in heaps. Their fafting and praying was not (officient, 

they behoved to enter into Covenant* Their praying 

and Covenanting was not enoughj nor vyere they to rcll 

there. They behoved to build and rcfofme. It hath 

pleafed God to putt in your hearts, to give your {elves 

to frequent fafting and humiliation^onely confider, whe« 

ther with the ackiiowIedgme»t ofyour particular Sins 

and perfbnall tranfgreffions , yeehave beene humbled 

for publikc and Nationall S inncs, and efpecially foch as 

h .ve beene committed about the wbrihip of God. and 

h D the 
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the Goveinmeiit of the boufe of God* The Lord hath 
been much diibonoured this way, for this hath iie en- 
tred in a controveifie with the Land }f bis therefore 
would be confcflcd that God maybe reftortd to bis 
honour by your confefiiotu Itfeaiethjnse that a gmar 
part of die people of the Land ai e not yet broi^ht to 
this Confefton^but are ftill fond of a formall Service, 
and a proud Prelacicjand therefore as ye are your fcl ves 
in humilitte to acknowledge this fin as a high provoca* 
tion> (b w(^d all good naeanes be ufed ibr bringingtbe 
people to the iight and fenie of it# It is true » there is a 
fccret and reall adcnowledgement in the Coveoantj but 
d]e ^.ord reqinreth amoredireA) open, and plain cofvx 
fe/Iiont Qor can he be pleafed^or his wrath turned away, 
till chat which hath been called and efieemed, for (o 
many yeers, the glory and the beautie of the Church 
of £nglandy be thus brought low and caft into the dud. 
Ithathplea/ed the Lord alfo, to bring vou a degree 
fardcr: That both the honourable Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, and many others, whote hearts the Lord hath 
toucht, have entred into a folemne League and Cove- 
naBr,for{)crforming fuch duties as are judged nccrf- 
farie at this time, for the honour of God, and for the 
deliverance and prcfervation of the Church and King- 
dom, which no doubt will prove a pretious and power- 
follmeanofgCK>d,iftheNameofthc moftbigh God, 
be not by it taken in vain : But take heed, rhat it be not 
forgotten by them that have taken it, before it be taken 
'by others; And therefore two things woi'klbe looked 
unto. !• That although it ftiould never be taken by 
others, yet it ci>leigech fuch as have entred in Covc- 
aant $ and although the whole Nation, be bound to the 

fame 
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fame duties, which ye are bound unto^ ye have entred 
into a new Obligation^ which, if you fliail forget or 
violate* wiH certainly be laid to your cha^e* ^eremiak 
reproveth Ifrael not for the trairicreffion of the Law^, icr. wi 
which yet conimanded the fame diities , but fur^ioia* 
tfonof the Covenant, a. That others be infttuaed 
and moved to enter into the fame Covenant ••for ifthey 
who have entred in Covenant fliall notconfidcr that jit 
i$a perpctuall Covenant never to be forgotten > or 
(which God forbid ) (hall forget their fupervenient 
obligation, and others (hall refejfe to enter in Cove** 
mnr, it will not onely make a diviiion in the Church 
and Kingdom, but (hall be a ready way to bring on a 
greater wrath, then yet hath been feen or felt : Upon 
one fort for their perfidyj and upon the other^ for their 
negled or obftinacy* 

There is yet a third mean,without which the fornur 
two are not fufficient : And this is , Wbatfiever c0m 
mantled by the Gtd of beai}my he diUgtntlj dmefor the 
hufe if the God of he wen : A dutis which in it felf is 
neceifafy^and which to us who live under dicGolpel, 
is no other t1iffi|; but thereformation and fetling of 
Religion. Wherein we arc^o^r^nfider. i . the Rule of CGnWcrationi 
reformation^ which is the CoiS^annllf^nty Deeree.orre- Srfm'caa. 
vealedmSef Ged. 2. The extent of this reformation, 
whstfoever. 3. Hbw or after what manner we (hould ' 
goaboutth2Work,A7/^e»//y. 4. The reafons^ which 
fhould intkiGe us to this duty : one is, from the great- 
nefle and fovcraignty of God : He it the Godef beaver. 
The other from common equity : It is the heufe of the 
God of heaven j and it is equitable that every man bear 
rax in his own houfe. ^ 
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f . Tijc Kuk of The rule of building the houfc of Go4 and of the 
Rcfonnttiofi. icformation of Religion , i$ ihc fame and perpetaaJt 

the commandoieat of God, and not the commandment; 
of man one or moe, whether they be Civill or Eccler 
fiafticall peribns. It is their part to provide according 
to their plates and callings^ to commacid and dire^ 
that the Commandment of God be obeyed. This King 
comraandeth not that his will be done, but what Go* 
hath commanded. Neither Kfng nor Parliament can 
command othefwife^ Civill powers have great au^ 
thoritie, hot onely in things civill , but in matters of 
Religionj and they (in againft God) if they ufe not the 
authority which God hath put in their hands, for the 
good of Religion. To them bclongeth Infpeia:ion and 
watching ever, not onely EccJefiafiic^s , but EciU^a^ 
fiua. Ecclefiafticall perfons arc fubjeiSi: to Civill 
^uthoritic no feflfe then others 5 and in refpcft of 
things Ecclefiaflicall or matters of Religion, Em^ 
fehim brings in CQnfi4»tm the great > faying: f^cs 
Eytfcapi in Ecclefdy e^o extr4 Ecclefiam feu templum 
Bfifc^pus a D€P cpn^itutus fum : Not that any/mortaU 
man whether Pope or Ptincf, can, lWi-w9perIy Head 
of the Church, or Vic&gercnt unto (S hrift the Med i- 
aroT in his fpecWl arn* oeconotnicall Kingdom of 
Grace : for Princes are Vicc-gerents to God, and to 
his Son Jefus C hrift as he is God, in his univerfall 
Kingdom of Providenccj and this vyatchingand .infpe- 
^lion of Princes and Mag ift pares/ is (?^/*ff/Vr JFrr/if^^ 

ca^hvLtf^rmaliter civifu^ it is about matters of Religi'^ 

on in a civill manner, and in a way futablc to the nature 

- aadqualitie of their place and power. The faithfuii 

cuftody and prefetvation of Religion, is a part of their 

• office: 
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office; for they are not oncly keepers of the fecond^ 
bmof thcfirft Tablcof the Law. To them ^ppercain- 
cththejHndication and defence of Religion, againf^ 
contempt) corruptioB^ and abufes. Religion alfo ex* 
pedcth frpni them the Civil Ifandion, that the wor- 
^ /hipof God,and thev^holibtne conftitutions of the 
Church about Religion, be confirmed and ietkd by 
dieirLanrs. CoaAion alio is theirs, for they by their 
power arf to conftrain their Subjcds to the duties of 
ReligioB, and to coerce and ftop them t hat they do no* 
thing to the contrary. They alfo may and ought to 
call Aflemblies of the Church, when the cafe otRcIi- 
gion doth require, prasfide as Civill Prcfidcnts,and ex* 
amine Church*Conftitutions , not onely as they are 
Chriftians for fatisfying their own fou!s,but as Mat- 
gifttates for the goodi of the people. And wheo there is 
aneceffity of reformation of Religion, and the Mini^ 
ilery and Church-men^ like the lands of the Sca-fhore 
are covered with a deluge of defedion and corruptions^ 
they are by their Authority to endeavour aReforma* 
tion. And yist in all this exercife of their power, they 
are to do nothing but according to the Commandment 
crf^God : fij Ddviiiy^chojhafbaty Htztkuhy ^iftdh^ and 
Other g6od and religious Princes have done* Bat when 
Urohgam |)utteth his own commandmenr in place o£ 
the commandment of God) when -^haz^ fctteth up the 
AltarofBamafcusbefideor in place of Gcds A^xzxy 
when thelcings of Judah and Ifrad, did worftiip God, 
or did command the people to worftiip God, other- 
wife then God had commanded , wrath was upon the 
• Kingdom 6f the King andHis Sons. 

when we confidcr^f this, wehavecaufe both to la- Vfi* 
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m^nt and rqoyce : to laaientjthat through the working 
of corrupt C hurch-meti fo many things concefttingtbc 
worfhip and bftufe of God, (houfd have becnprcflfet} 
uponthcpeopleof God, without of againft his com-^ 
mandment, if Arminianifinc for the foul and life, and 
Popifla Service and Ceremonies for the body of Relt* 
gion, had been received and admitted, as they were ©f*^ 
fercd and obtruded, our condition had been more la- 
mentable, then it is at this time, notwitbft&ding all^ 
our calamities and mitries. Wehavc^alfo catrfe to re-*' 
ioyce, that in the one Kingdom^a courfe hath been ta- 
ken for doing every thing in thehoufe of God, accord* 
ing to his Commandment, and that in this Kingdom it 
is ordered, that a wife and holy Aflembly of Divines 
(hallfearch diligently into the Word ot God, Thdf 
nhatforver is c§mmanded hf the God of heavtn^ (^f • 
^^ The extent of this Reformation is, whstfoevtr God 
of Reforma-^ *^^^ commanded: for what God ha{h commanded muft 
cioii. ^ be donej what he hath forbidden muft not be done, but 

aboli(lied;andwhatis in the nature theieof indifferent 
muft be regulated according to the Commandment of 
God, whicti is, no lellc plain and peremptory in oiar 
praftife of things indifferent, then in other natter!^^ 
Reformation therefore of Religion muft be a througfe* 
and perfea reformation. The particular reformati* 
. ons which were wrought by the Kings of Judak , are 
notet^, and according to thi^ rule^ do they receive a te* 
flimony from God. Some oneiy dcltroyed the Tern* 
pics of Baal, fome the golden Calves of Dan and Be- 
thel, and fome alfo tfce groves and high places, and wc 
know what approbation is given lo He^^eHah^nA lo-i 
fi^h. There is a promife made to fuch a through Re- 
__ formation. 
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uizarUh iaich to Afa^ Be ye ^f^ng therefen^ 
jufd lei nfftjeur bamds ie weak :for y^ur W9rk\hM be ft- 
WMffJidi^ Ay this fhdli the mqmtie xf ldc%h be furgedy *^?J»on-^$- 
Mid$k$s if aU the fruit to take bis fin : when he mukew 4& ^' 
th perns if the Alt4r m thdk^fkenes eh At are beaten afun^ 
der^y^ TbcLdrdhatbpromifedamorc fpcciall blef- ^if^^j^ ^ 
fiiig, /jfi. 1.1 6. 1 wi& remote t\)y Indgei as at thefirfl^ and Ifa,i'a5,27%8 
thy CeunfeSorf at at the beginning : afterward thou Jhalt 
heeaffedtheCityofrighteonfneffe^thefaithfuScityy ^c. 
The reafea is r • Becauid God is not honoured by a be- 
gun, iisperfed) and half-reformation. He isreadieto 
ipew out the lukc-warme pcrfon, family, or people. If 
we lovethe Lord with all our heart and ftrength > \vc 
will do every thingthat he comniandetb : for what is ic. 
tbathindreth, but that our heart is parted or divided 
Iwtwixt twoi and that we rcfblve, to be almoft) but not 
ait<^ether godly • 2 Bccaufe alittlt leaven kuruemth 
firtf »i&irf^ //ww^. faith the ApoftJe to the Galathiao^ 
freving ti^em that having run weS they did halt and net ^ ^ts 7 8^. 
tbrengblyobey the troth, and teUing them^ thai this fitr^ ^* ' ^ 
fWapen did net come efhim rifat caBedthem. Wlien any 
kaovm corruption is kept, it becomes a fnare, and like 
a neCb^egge, chat brii^h us back again. I know this is 
ceDfiHed for precifeneffe by the world: but wt fee the 
bcftfervaatsof God have been fuch Precifiat}i. Re- 
member the hoof of Mefes j Mmkcai bis boding of 
bis knee, 2>4mV^ his abftaining from idolatrous tnear^ 
aitdtheopeniisgofhis window; PWhishoureand ap* 
pcatance of evill, with many more examples of this 
kind. They are Precifians indeed, who are libcrall in 
the matters of God, and can find in their hearts to dlf- 
peace with bis commands, bis truth and woribip : but 
-'^ -' ^'^ ^' - • will 
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wili i^oc be content to wane the Icaft coAipletncnt of 
theii ovrn wOrldly honour and dignicie , ncr theiinaU 
left peany of their gairie and worldly coiRmodky* 
Although it bctrufi that Tome things in Religion be 
fundamentall, and abfolutcly neceffary unto falvation, 
and other things not fo, yet to be obftin^ce againft re- 
vealed truth, or to mif-rcgard or defpife fmallcft mat- 
ters of Religion, which arc neccflaric to be received^ if- 
not for themfelves jyet for the author itic of Scripturey 
(as fome make the diftinftion } brii^geth as certain a 
curfe and condemnation^ as ignorance and errour doth 
ip matters more fubftantiall. ^ 

T^fe. Ho Nation under the S«n hath moire need to take 

he&i to this then England :. No perfons have reafon 
more to confider this, then the Honourable Hoults of 
Parliament, who have in their hands the work of Re- 
formation at this time. It is better krown to this Ho- 
nourable Audience^ then to mej and yet who is fo great 
a ftranger that knoweth it not^^^at Reformation was 
begun in thetime of two Princes? But becaufe it was 
" not a through Reformation according to the Com- 

mandment of God, Superftition and Idolatry returned 
again like an inundation. It was again begun and cotii- 
tinued inthe tii»c of other two Princes • but becanfc, 
they fct up their reft in t he Rudiments and beginnings 
of Reformation, tdolatry^Superftition, and Hereue 
havcaflayed to enter again with rcw ftrength and poli- 
cie. Now the third time the work is begun, and there 
is a greater ftir and (baking for it then before , eitter 
now endeavour to carry it through to every point of 
known perfeAion, doing whatfocver the God of hea* 
vcnhath commanded>or look for nothing, but chat Sa« 

perftition 
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pcrftit ion and. Idolitr/, and with it ruke and defola- 
tio% fliall come upon you as a flood- 

And therefore, which is the third , go about the , 
work after the manner here prefcribed, that is diimm- >• The mtnner 

/ I • u • ^1 *.u ' u «?• 1 • of going aboue 

ly^ which implyeth very much, i Sincerely, ayming at Reformation, 
the right end without fimulation. This is to dq the 
work of God, for the honour of God, and good of Re- 
ligion. And not for our glory or benefit, or forciviU - 
ends w;ere they never fo pub lick j And therefofe it cat- 
leth not onely for publick , but for pious Spirits* 
Where this finceritie is wanting, there may be a bufi- . , 

oefle and counterfeiting of diligence , but no true d i 1 i* 
gence or faithfulncflfe. a Zealoufly: for true zeal is 
adivc, like fire, or like njettall in a horfc, or like windc 
to the fails of a ftiip, it carriech us on , and njaketh us 

diligent, g. Prudently- Prudence confidereth both 
rhe opportunities and impediments of working, where \ 
Prudence is wanting, there may be precipitation, but 
no true diligence* 4* Speedily, without delay or pro- 
cr^ftinatiom As vineger to the teeth^ and a fmoke t$ the 
eyeufo is thefluggdrd to thtm that [end him \ The flouth- 
ingand flipping of occafions bringethdefpair of doing 
good in the end, and tlicn our oivn confciences chide, 
and others to whomwefhould have done good, do 
curfe U5. Solomons houfe was notbuilt in lefle then thir- 
teen yecr?, but the Temple was built in feven yceri: be* 

/cauie;befide the preparation of materials , both the 
King and the people were more earneft about the ono 
then the other. There is no want of materials at this 
time, onely fpeed is required ; and wittout fpced, no 
<ii igcncc, • Conftantly J that no calumny or con^ 
tradi£l:ion,OQ hope or fear, fto troubk oj: example, of 
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ocherS)]^evaiiwttkycni|to leave yoor ikitioa, mde^ 
fert the work unio the vnhich the Lofd hattrialled 
yoO) but that you refolve ftill to do, aad^ if the Lord 
wMi^codie. LetnoflUQ chiok by^defert^it^the work 
»d forlakii:^ his ftatlor), chat the woik fhal^ eea^ie and 
he ^U jsrroiper.NOfthen fhalt find thy foul filled with 
grkf and vexation upon two contrary groittdsiOoei^ 
Tliou (halt with a grieved and env^ious heart behold 
with thy eyes^ the woi Ic to profpcr> aadthou not ho** 
noured to have:a hand in it; The other i^ Thou diy fell 
Pro. a7.«* '^^^^ periih. in the end iFor /ua bird that msndreth frrnn 

bir m^^foii a mM thatrmndreth ff^m hit f lace ^ Mark 

and eonfider what comfort they have found who have 

. ^ deferred this work of R eforniation) whether in the turn 

Kingdontrorintlieotfaen ThcA|thinkeft>thatthouwill 

not haztrd thy fdf for the honour of God : but God 

iaith, he will not honom thee^ to have heart or hand 

in his work, and thoa fha 11 run a greater hazard. 

Rcafoiis hcrc^ There be two rcafons fecnetly couched in the words 

^' fi, to perfwade. and nrovoice unto thi^ duty : The one is 

The fifft Rca- g^^ju the knowle«%c of the greatnefie ami majrftie oF 

God> the other fmm the confcience of common equi* 
tk amongft mef}« Goncei ning the firft : ^rft^Kxarrxir 
was a great King t for in the be^ning of his kcter) he 
i$ honored with the titleof JT/a^ ^^i^^y a^havii^ 
manf mightie Princes under his power ; And in tm 
end of the letter, he hath power of confiication of 
goods, ii^ifoMncBr^btjiiftim«it, and death: Yet he 
acknowledgcth one greatertten tht gteiteft whom he 
calleth the 64^dofha^i/$^tht!tdyyt(>cK^pt^c his great* 
mfCcy ma|eflie, md glory , which made him to give 
forth this Decro% mi by which he would move all 

men 
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«e(i to ^o diligcficly what be consuaiidktfi*: For the ' 
}fmmkAwc and appsdienfion of che^^cameile and Mn-. 
jjeftie of God, efpe^ally coEnparod «ridh our bafeiif fie> 
is a poirerfull mean^to move us to obey h^ Cotn- 
mafidmcots^andto go diligenriy about the afefips of 
his Heufe. The Lord is gteat cmnieAdy aad iofiniteiy 
above the ereamre : lie is die odgmU of all cleared 
^e»iiefle> and nothing can be concourcd in htna, 
vi^hich oiay be the lead ^litntnutioa of hit ^teatnefle 
and Majeltie I It is not fa with men* When he is to 
jgivehtsLawto his people, he firft manifeftetb his 
gceatneffe hy liis vronders ta iGgypt^bf l^riogiag them 
miracirioufly throng the Red fcj, and by tte Terrors j^^ ^^ ^ , 
of Mount Sinai^and then fee beginocth, / am tht Ln4 ' '* *^'*^ 
% KSf^dihat hou^ht ^ee^ &c. Whm he fpetketh to 
!hs Prophets, to make them diligent and £iitbfiill> be 
irfctfa this Pieface* Thm frUb the Lord. When he '& v4<.i. 
fendrth Jffi4k with his naeffigey he beginnechmtha vi- 
'fion cf his glory : /pim tie Lord fitti^ mpm d tkrofte^ 
ki^h ajulti^d mpy and his trainefiSed mp Temple, ^c. 
Whcnhewillhavcnientotrenibleathisword, ThMs 
fttiththeL^rd^ ththewensu mj/Tbrct^e^amithe imth it 
-wyfmBjeol. When hefevcated bimfeif t© ^«fr» his 
fervant,f» {bevrcthhisgreatncfle^ KnvA 4. and^7» If 
the j;reatcftof the children of men did confider that 
he is hi^er then the higheft, Erekf. 5, 8. thut in fats 
hand is there breath, and all their waycs , as D4mel td- 

leth agrca King that went before ArfAxerxeSy Dm. 5, 
^gi 7%Miin bis fij^im^htite^e bits ^n^ieymerMtMre 

€4f$flMnd.9M. 7 6. 7. They would not by any fin, and 
lea a of all by oealing deceitfully in the matters of his 
H >uie, provoke him to anger. Woemto him thdt ffi- 
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